New Heights
in Child Rights
Annual Report 2008

Our vision is for all of Cambodia’s children to grow up and to be educated in a
peaceful and healthy environment so that they are able to exercise their rights to
live meaningful lives and to participate fully in society.

Learnig with fun

Recognizing that today’s children and youth are tomorrow’s mothers, fathers, educators,
doctors, political and business leaders, Child Rights Foundation (CRF) believes that promoting
their rights is critical for the sustained future development and prosperity of Cambodia. We
are a child-focused, not-for-profit, apolitical, non-religious Cambodian nongovernmental
organization working towards full implementation of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC).
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CRF was deemed one of the Ten Accomplished Youth Organizations of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations. The award was presented to CRF in Manila Philippines on
November 25, 2006 “in grateful recognition of the organization’s outstanding contribution
to youth development by implementing substantive programs and projects geared toward
enhancing the capacities of youth and promoting cooperation among its members while
contributing to the promotion of a culture of peace and mutual understanding in the Asean
region.”
CRF Executive Director Mom Thany was selected by the Ministry of Education Youth and
Sports (MoEYS) to receive the 2004 Asean Youth Award in “Youth and Entrepreneurship” in
recognition of her outstanding success as a youth entrepreneur and her valuable contributions
in promoting child rights and child participation in Cambodia.

Abbreviations in this Report

CC
COP
CP
CR
CRF
CCYMCR
CYC
C&YP
EVAC
IE
IEC
MoEYS
NGO
PWG
PSC
TSEC
TTC
UNCRC, CRC
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Children’s Council
Corporal Punishment
Child Participation
Child Rights
Child Rights Foundation
Cambodia Children and Young People Movement for Child Rights
Children and Youth Club
Children and Young People
Elimination of Violence Against Children
Inclusive Education
Information, Education and Communication
Ministry of Education Youth and Sports
Non Governmental Organization
Provincial Working Group
Project Steering Committee
Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children
Teacher Training College
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

Executive Director’s Address

Child Rights Foundation (CRF) achieved some very gratifying milestones in 2008. We were
successful in lobbying the Government to incorporate five important child-related topics
into the national teacher training curriculum—child rights (CR), child participation (CP),
inclusive education (IE), promoting positive discipline in schools, and the prevention of
trafficking, sexual exploitation of children (TSEC). We signed a new five-year memorandum
of understanding with the ����������������������������������������������������������������
MoEYS ����������������������������������������������������������
that strengthens our continuing partnership to mainstream
CR into the national educational system.
An independent evaluation of our program, completed in
January, confirmed what we have known since our inception—that our activities are sustainable and they are making a
difference due to the dedication of our staff, donors, partners
and, of course, the children of Cambodia. We are helping to
bring about a Cambodian society that is free of violence and
respectful of CR through our efforts to mainstream CR into
schools. Our activities are changing mindsets and behaviors
among adults and children.
Corporal punishment has been significantly reduced in schools
where our projects are underway. Children are participating
more in class, they are resolving their conflicts in the playground more peacefully and teacher-student relations are
more harmonious as a result of our activities. School administrators and educators report that attendance rates have increased, drop out rates have declined and academic achievement levels have improved substantially in our target schools.
What’s more, our project features a high multiplication power.
Over the next three decades, an estimated half a million
students in 45 target schools will learn about CR. If each child
who learns about CR passes on some of what they’ve learned
to 10 other people, close to 6 million people will be made
more aware of CR.
In the process of reflecting on our past achievements in the
development of a five-year strategic plan that we call—“Learning from the Past, Planning for the Future”—we learned some
important lessons that we summarize by the word “OPEN.”
• O: Ownership of project activities by Government institutions, schools and students has been key in sustaining commitment and building capacity to address CR issues, as seen in a
successful project monitoring mechanism set up and operated
by education officials at the central, provincial, district and
school levels.
• P: Participation of all stakeholders in planning projects has
ensured that they are responsive to the needs of target groups,
as seen in the input of MoEYS and Teacher Training College
(TTC ) officials in the development of a CR curriculum and
teacher training manuals.  

• E: Existing policies and resources of the Government
have provided a solid foundation for initiating projects
that have the potential to improve the implementation
of the UNCRC on a national scale, as shown by rapid
growth in the number of schools and TTCs mainstreaming CR education in the past six years (from two
to 112 schools and 26 TTCs).
• N: Networking has enabled stakeholders who would
not normally meet to learn from and cooperate with
one another, as shown by the success of study trips allowing school teachers to learn from each others’ CR
activities, and the participation of community members in CR events held at local schools.
Finally, I’d like to express my sincere appreciation to
the Government of Cambodia and all those who have
supported us in the past for their commitment to improving the lives of children in Cambodia and I extend
a warm welcome to those who may work with us in
the future. By working together, we can ensure that
the widespread respect of CR in Cambodia becomes
a reality.
Mom Thany
Executive Director, CRF
Our Children Our Future
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Facts about Cambodian Children
Population Projection in 20081
Population
People under 15 year of age

: 14,241,640
: 33.2% (M: 2,389,668 F: 2,338,838)

Education in 2007 - 20082
Net whole kingdom enrollment
Pre - school enrolment
Net Primary school enrollment

: 3,209,701 (female 1,498,266)
: 79,585 (female 40,013)
: 2,311,107 (female 1,094,577)

Net secondary school enrollmrent
Repeater
Primary school drop out rate
Lower secondary school drop out
Upper secondary school drop out
Health in 2008
Infant mortality rate3
Under 5 mortality rate4
Immunization rate 20065
DPT3
Measles
BCG
Polio3
Children in difficult Circumstances
“Children withnessing punishment
orexperiencing being punished in 20056”
Children being punished in school in 20057
“Children domastic worker aged 7 - 17
in Phnom Penh in 20038”
“Drug use by children under 18 years
in 20039 (4,387 person)”
Child Rape in 200710
Children aged 0 - 14 years living
with HIV/AID in 200311
Children Association in 2006
Children and Youth led organization
(under 25 of age)12

Our Children Our Future



Child Rights Foundation

: 898,594 (female 403,689)
: 282,404 (female 41.64%)
: 10.80%
: 21%
: 14.4%
: 56.59/1000
: 83/1000
:
:
:
:

80%
78%
87%
80%

: 86.60%
: Boys 41% Girls 34%
: 27,950 ch
: 30%
: 282 Cases
: 73,000 ch
: 275 Groups

Sources:
1
Research on WWW.cia.gov,
CIA -The World Factbook - Cambodia
2
Education Statistic and Indicators 2007 - 2008,
Ministry of Education, Youth & Sport
3
Research on WWW.cia.gov,
CIA -The World Factbook - Cambodia
4
Cambodian Demographic and health survey
2005-2006, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Planning
5
Research from Annual Report 2006,
Save The Children Norway
6
Research into Punishment of Children 2005,
Save the Children Norway
7
Research on Violence 2005, Tearfund
8
Child Domestic Worker Survey in Phnom Penh 2003,
Ministry of Planning
9
NGO Statement to the 2004 Consultative
Group Meeting on Cambodia
10
Research from Anti-Human Trafficking and Juvenile
Protection Department, Save the Children Australia
11
The State of World Children in 2006, UNICEF
12
Children and Youth Led Organization Directory 2006,
Child Rights Foundation

Our Mission and Work
• Work for the understanding of CR and needs through
awareness-raising and advocacy at all levels;
• Empower children and promote their participation and voices in society;
• Assist the Government in the implementation of the UNCRC and
monitoring its implementation in Cambodia.
Our work expresses our commitment to realizing long-term change in the
way Cambodia’s children are viewed, cared for and treated by encouraging
everyone to take personal and collective responsibility for the children around
them. Our five-year plan focuses on two main program areas:
Child Rights Education: A shared process that includes mainstreaming UNCRC in schools
by partnering with the MoEYS, schools, TTCs and national, provincial and district offices of
education. We strive to empower young and children to participate in the promotion and
monitoring of their rights.
Elimination of Violence against Children: Fostering communities in which children
are free from violence by eliminating violence against children in schools and at home
and providing children with the skills and knowledge they need to prevent and protect
themselves against trafficking, sexual abuse and exploitation.
CRF Program 2008-2012
1. Child Rights Education

2.	Elimination of Violence
Against Children

P.1.1: Mainstreaming Child
Rights in TTCs
meaningful
child
participation

Strategies
Partnership
Advocacy
Capacity Building
Children’s
Participation
Direct Support

P.1.2: Mainstreaming Child
Rights in Schools

P.1.3: Enhancing Capacity
of C & Y-led Organizations

Protective
Environment

P.2.1: Preventing TSEC and
COP in Schools

P.2.2: Building Children’s
Capacity for Active Citizens

P.1.4: Strengthening CC to
Improve Quality of Education

Ch

g
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a
e
l
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ronment
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Child Rights Education

We’ve been striving to mainstream the UNCRC into Cambodia’s educational
system. Since our inception seven years ago, we’ve scaled up our programs and
implemented them more deeply into schools and TTCs thanks to the ongoing
support and commitment of the MoEYS and our donors. In concert with this,
we are empowering children and young people (C&YP) to become active and
equal partners in realizing our goal of making the observance of the UNCRC
commonplace in Cambodia.

Chorn Chheang Ly
makes a habit of
popping in on one of
CRF’s target school
whenever he returns
to his ancestral home
in Koh Thom District in
Kandal Province.
He has seen with his
own eyes the positive changes that CRF
activities inevitably
Mr. Chorn Chheang Ly
bring about not only in
Director of Primary Education
Department, MoEYS
his family’s village, but
also in other communities in Phnom Penh,
Kandal, Siem Reap and Kampong Cham provinces, where the nongovernmental organization’s 112
target schools operate.
“I’d love to see program expanded more deeply,
to every province in the country,” enthuses Mr.
Chheang Ly, who has been an educator since
1965. “It makes students happy to come to school.
Since they enjoy coming to school, they attend
school more.”
CRF works closely with the MoEYS to advance CR
in Cambodia, which has been one of the keys to
its sustained success.
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This year MoEYS and CRF signed a partnership
agreement, set to run until 2012, that aims to
strengthen cooperation in implementing CRF’s
school program, which is aptly named the “Promotion of CR in Cambodia’s Education System.”
Mr. Chheang Ly is one of five members of a
project steering committee (PSC) that was set up to
oversee the program at the ministry level. As a PSC
member, he visits CRF target schools regulary to
monitor the program’s progress.
The ministry is happy to work with CRF because
their goals are so similar. CRF’s activities dovetail
nicely with the ministry’s commitment to promote
child-friendly activities and reach its goal of making 70 percent of Cambodia’s schools childfriendly by 2010. CRF’s projects also help advance
the Government’s Millennium Development Goal
to achieve universal nine-year basic education by
2015.
CRF projects and their “emphasis on learning
rather than punishing” have been successful in improving teacher-child relations and reducing drop
out rates, Mr. Chheang Ly points out. Child abuse
in the home is also on the decline among CRF’s
target school populations because “children know
their rights well.”

In-service teachers happily enjoy
the CR training attendance
organized by CRF

Our Children Our Future
Child Rights Foundation



Scaling up CR Projects
We were busy in 2008 building on the success of
our advocacy program for mainstreaming CRC in
45 target schools in Siem Reap, Kampong Cham
and Kandal provinces. With financial support from
Plan International-Cambodia, we extended our
“Mainstreaming CR in Schools” project to 53 more
target schools—35 in Angkor Chum district of Siem
Reap and 18 in Dambae district of Kampong Cham.
With the expansion, our CR promotion activities are
now reaching an estimated 19,000 Cambodian
school children.

We work in synergy with our stakeholders, harmonizing our projects with national Government policies
to maximize their impact and sustainability, which
plays a catalytic role in advancing the program’s
goals. This year, we signed a new five-year agreement with the MoEYS that will last until 2012 that is
aimed at strengthening cooperation in implementing our “Promotion of CR in Cambodia’s Education
System” program.

Fostering a Spirit of Collaboration,
Cooperation & Consensus-Building
From planning to implementation, monitoring and
evaluation—CRF’s programs rest upon a solid
foundation of collaboration, cooperation, consensus-building and shared learning. Our stakeholders
are as committed as we are to bringing about the
positive changes needed to create a Cambodian
society respectful of CR and free of violence against
children.

A PSC assists CRF in implementing and monitoring
our activities. Headed by president, His Excellency
Mr. Nath Bunroeun, secretary of state for the  
MoEYS, the PSC also is made up of the directors of
the teacher training, primary education, youth and
secondary education departments. Provincial Working Groups (PWGs) in Siem Reap and Kampong
Cham help manage and coordinate our projects
in their respective provinces. They met with school
directors in Angkor Chum and Dambae districts to
introduce our new “Mainstreaming CR in Schools”
project and work collaboratively to develop action
plans.

In particular, the close working relationship we’ve
cultivated with the MoEYS has been key to our
sustained success and expansion. Our partnerships
with the ministry, TTCs, provincial and district offices
of education is building the capacity of schools to
advance CR and foster child-friendly classrooms.

These groups meet regularly to evaluate the progress of our programs, identify gaps and brainstorm
improvements. PSC and PWG members make
regular field trips with CRF staff to monitor activities,
assess their impact in target schools and exchange
ideas about how our programs could be improved.

Our Children Our Future
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Meeting of PSC
and PWGs leaders

Child Rights Education

Children are
learning about
their rights
in the
classroom, at
special events at
their schools and
by reading posters, leaflets and
other Information, Education
and Communication (IEC) materials provided
by CRF.
Educators
attend
workshops and
training
sessions to equip
them with the
tools and knowledge they need
to teach children
about their
rights.

Our Children Our Future
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Lobbying for Inclusion of CR Issues
in Teacher Training Curriculum
CR, CP, IE, promoting positive discipline in schools
(also known as corporal punishment prevention)
and TSEC are topics about which we feel particularly passionate.
Therefore, June 27, 2008 marked a gratifying milestone for us that represented six years of lobbying
the MoEYS to officially incorporate these very important topics into the national teacher training curriculum. The curriculum, which took effect in October
2008, includes 54 hours of instruction at pre-school
and provincial TTCs and 58 hours at regional TTCs
and the National Institute of Education.
Making CR Mainstream in TTCs
Through our CR Mainstreaming in TTCs project, we
are strengthening the capacity of lecturers and preservice teachers to mainstream the five CR-related
topics in national, regional and provincial TTCs and
the classroom.

Monitoring & Assessment
Monitoring tools have been developed to evaluate
the effectiveness of ongoing training of lecturers and
pre-service teachers and their knowledge of the five
CR topics.
An independent assessment was carried out this
year to gauge the knowledge and practice of as
well as attitudes towards CR, COP and CP among
students and teachers in target schools in Angkor
Chum and Dambae.
Materials that Make Learning Fun
The production and distribution of high quality
brochures, leaflets, posters and training curricula
is also critical to our ongoing efforts to advocate
for CR. These educational tools are tailored to be
appropriate for our target readers—be they teachers, children or community members—and they are
designed with input from stakeholders.

In 2008, the project was implemented in 26 TTCs in
18 provinces including Phnom Penh, Sihanoukville,
Battambang, Kandal, Kampong Cham, Kampot,
Kampong Speu, Kampong Chhnang, Kampong
Thom, Kratie, Preah Vihear, Prey Veng, Pursat, Siem
Reap, Steung Treng, Svay Rieng, Takeo and Banteay
Mean Chey.

The colorful and simple drawings and cartoons,
which feature uniquely Khmer settings, allow us to
translate complex concepts into easy-to-understand
ideas and help learners identify with the messages
being spread. Children are eager to learn about
CR and related issues and put what they’re learning
into practice. The educational materials for trainers
and teachers spark their enthusiasm for transferring
knowledge.

As part of this project, each lecturer and pre-service
teacher receives a copy of our training manual, “CR
Application in Schools” that he or she can use as a
reference tool to improve his or her effectiveness in
advancing CR concepts. We developed five separate child-friendly teacher reference guidebooks on
applying the CR topics in schools in 2008.

We’ve installed information boards and suggestion boxes at target schools to encourage further
learning among C&YP about CR-related issues and
to give them a voice in realizing their rights. CR-related educational materials as well as drawings and
poems inspired by the CR message are prominently
displayed on the information boards.

As part of our ongoing effort to provide instruction
to CR trainers, His Excellency Mr. Nath Bunroeun
presided over a very successful seven-day training
workshop in June. 72 percent of the trainees—79
directors, deputy directors and lecturers from 26
TTCs—scored at least 80 percent on post knowledge tests.
Our Children Our Future
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Government officials from all over Cambodia
who are in charge of the educational system
learn about CR at workshops hosted by CRF.
Advocacy and networking with policy makers
are two important tools in mainstreaming CR
in schools. Children and CCs are being empowered to advocate for their rights in classes in
target schools.

Our Children Our Future
Child Rights Foundation
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Empowering Children and Youth
to Advocate for CR
Not only do C&YP have the most to gain from the
full implementation of the UNCRC in Cambodia,
they know better than anyone what their unique
needs and challenges are. Therefore, we have made
it our mission to empower C&YP to become staunch
advocates of CR.

We organize training activities for CCYMCR members to enhance their skills and knowledge so they
are more effective in broadening awareness about
CR-related issues and monitoring the implementation of the CRC. These events give C&YP a forum
to identify issues that are of concern to them and to
learn from one another’s experiences through the
exchange of ideas and knowledge.

In 2008, we continued our effort to enhance the
capacity of child and youth-led organizations as
specified in the four-year strategic plan of the Cambodian Children and Young People Movement for
Child Rights (CCYMCR).

As part of our mission to empower C&YP, CRF is
continually improving our CR Resource Center.
The center is a place for CCYMCR members to
gather, plan and carry out their advocacy work. It
is equipped with two computers, including one with
Internet access, and is stocked with thousands of resources on CR and child-related issues. We’re helping the CCYMCR update a website and database of
information on the status of children in Cambodia.
We also endeavor to assist CCYMCR build relationships with other local, regional and international
children’s networks.

Specifically, we are striving to build the organizational and programmatic capacity of CCYMCR to
become a leading force among C&YP for advancing
CR in Cambodia. This includes promoting understanding of the CRC among C&YP to strengthen
their advocacy activities, organizing campaigns to
protect the rights of vulnerable children, and monitoring the implementation of the CRC.

Activity of CC YMCR’s
members at community

Our Children Our Future
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In concert with our support of the CCYMCR, we
promote the establishment of Children’s Councils
(CC) in our target schools. Using a child participatory learning approach, children take the lead
in organizing and carrying out council activities.
Council members are keen to take the initiative in
learning and practicing their rights in their homes
and communities. Many of the CCs are working to
make their school environments more child-friendly
and providing valuable feedback to staff about how
their schools could be improved.
Sponsoring Two Students
In partnership with Khmer France Hungary Friendship (KFHF) Orphanage and support from Norway
House, we have launched a Child Sponsorship Program to help two children overcome poverty by assisting them pursue post-secondary education. The
project provides sponsorship to vulnerable youths
from the orphanage to study Bachelor of Accounting  and covers the fees associated with registering
for classes, study materials, transportation, food
and accommodation. CRF regularly monitors the
students’ scholastic progress.

Our
Children
Our
Future
Children
discuss
CR
related
topics in classroom
Child Rights Foundation 15

Elimination of Violence Against Children

We aim to empower children and youth in action against TSEC and foster
schools and communities where children feel safe and free from violence.

Preventing Violence and Abuse of Children
We launched the project, “TSEC and COP Prevention in Schools,” at the beginning of 2008 to
strengthen the capacity of in-service teachers and
CCs in initiating activities in schools to protect
against the TSEC and COP of children. The project
is carried out with cooperation from the MoEYS and
financial support from ANESVAD Foundation and
Save the Children Sweden. Close to 38,600 students in 55 target schools in six districts in Kampong
Cham, Kandal and Siem Reap provinces currently
are participating in this project. PWG members met
with target school directors to develop action plans
for the project prior to its launch.

We’ve produced IEC materials on TSEC and COP
prevention and CC promotion to teachers and
students in target schools. About 3,000 COP and
TSEC Prevention guidebooks were distributed to
teachers, 2,000 posters promoting positive discipline to schools, 40,000 COP leaflets and 40,000
CC promotion booklets to in-service teachers and
students.

We’re assisting target schools in establishing a
code of conduct in promoting positive discipline in
schools. With participation from CC leaders and
teachers, we help target schools identify vulnerable
students in accordance with carefully established
criteria. We also support target schools in setting
up systems to allow students to disclose abuse while
guaranteeing confidentiality.

Topics for the training focused on child sexual
exploitation and sexual abuse, body integrity, child
strategies for self-protection, COP and positive discipline in schools, among other topics. Two teacher
guidebooks were handed out to participants for
future resource in educating their students.

Our Children Our Future
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We trained 35 provincial core trainers from Kampong Cham, Siem Reap and Kandal on TSEC and
COP prevention at a three-day workshop jointly
organized by CRF and the Kandal Provincial Office
of Education.

Meanwhile, a six-month “Preventing TSEC in
Schools” project was launched in January to raise
awareness and understanding of CR with a specific
focus on preventing TSEC in four target schools in
the city of Phnom Penh—Chrang Chamres, Russey
Keo, Kolab I and Chey Chum Neas primary schools.
Project beneficiaries include about 10,000 students
and 300 in-service teachers.

CRF distributes bicycles and learning
materials to children.

Our Children Our Future
Child Rights Foundation
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Elimination of Violence Against Children
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Supported by Ecpat Italy and carried out with cooperation from MoEYS, particularly the Municipality
Office of Education in Phnom Penh, staff in the four
target schools helped produced about 1,000 TSEC
prevention posters, 11,000 TSEC prevention leaflets, 500 guidebooks on CRs and 500 guidebooks
on TSEC.

Directors at the target schools and officials from
the Phnom Penh Municipality Office of Education
have been provided with regular updates on project
activities and progress and exchange information
with the aim of improving implementation. We’ve
encouraged school directors to erect CR slogans on
school grounds to remind them of their rights and
responsibilities.

Training was provided to in-service teachers and
CIFA staff, who subsequently began educating
children at the school during one-hour lessons on
Thursdays. This was supplemented with quizzes on
CR during national hymn assemblies on Mondays
and Saturdays.

Our Children Our Future
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Our Impact and Achievements

Our efforts to realize CR in schools, empower youth and children, and realize
CR in communities are making a difference.
History has not been
kind to Dambea district
in Kampong Cham. It
was the site of frequent
skirmishes between
the Khmer Rouge and
Government forces,
which left it utterly
devastated after the civil
war.

Mr. Svay Phalla
Director of Provincial Office of
Education, Kampong Cham

It is difficult to access,
living standards in the
district are the worst in
the province and NGOs
haven’t exactly been
flocking to Dambea,
says Mr. Svay Phalla.

Until CRF pitched a plan to introduce CR education
in 14 target schools in the district practically “no
one wanted to work there,” adds Mr. Phalla, who
has been an educational administrator in Kampong
Cham since 1991.
The district is so disadvantaged that Mr. Phalla
admits he feared CRF wouldn’t be able to successfully implement its projects there. But his skepticism
has been laid rest by the remarkable changes he
has observed in the schools where CRF projects are
underway.
The attitudes of children are transformed as they
learn the four baskets of CR and they enjoy school
more as teachers begin to practice positive discipline, he says.

Our Children Our Future
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Children in CRF’s target schools are more confident
about expressing themselves, pointing out their
concerns and even daring to speak out against COP
in their classrooms. Suggestion boxes have been
added to CRF target schools to encourage students
to provide feedback.
What’s more, attendance at CRF’s target schools
has improved, the drop out rate has declined and
the passing rate has risen to 87 percent, Mr. Phalla
points out.
He also has noticed a distinct difference in the overall environment of CRF’s target schools, which he
describes as “much better” than other schools. Word
about the program’s success has spread beyond the
target schools and others are keen to emulate it.
Several factors contribute to the program’s success,
says Mr. Phalla. CRF monitors its activities regularly
in target schools in cooperation with the PWG. Very
good cooperation is maintained between CRF, the
MoEYS and stakeholders and activities are very well
planned before they are implemented.
The CRF project has been so successful that the
NGO, Plan International Cambodia, has agreed to
continue funding it for at least three more years. This
year, CRF’s plans in the province include extending
its mainstreaming of CR to 18 additional schools.
But Mr. Phalla would be thrilled if CRF were to expand its project to even more schools.
After all, he says: “The investment is small for such a
big return.”

Before the Provincial
Office of Education in
Siem Reap began working
with CRF in 2005,
educators in the province
gave little thought to CR,
says Mr. Som Saro.

Mr. Som Saro
Deputy Director,
Provincial Office of Education,
Siem Reap Province

CRF introduced its activities in target schools in
the province in stages,
focusing on CR in the
first year, positive discipline in the second and
CP in the third.

“From the start, teachers
and students were very
interested and motivated to learn about CR topics,”
recalls Mr. Saro, who has been deputy director of the
Provincial Office of Education since 1991.
Today, teachers and administrators think a great
deal more about how they are educating children,
he notes, because “after they receive training in CR,
attitudes invariably change.”
Children in CRF’s target schools have the opportunity to learn without fear of COP and that is helping to
advance child-centered teaching methods. Teachers
no longer use sticks or abusive language to discipline children, says Mr. Saro.

“Before CR were introduced into the classroom,
children were much more afraid to speak out or ask
questions of teachers and school administrators. But
these days they are like friends,” says Mr. Saro.
CRF activities have a noticeable effect on the
conduct of school children, who are prone to take
personal responsibility for their actions and behavior after learning about CR, he adds. Children are
more respectful of one another and violence on the
schoolyard are decreased significantly.
Teaching practices have also changed. In some rural
areas of the province, such as Banteay Srei District,
teachers weren’t in the habit of preparing lesson
plans for their classes, but that changed with the
launch of the CRF project, says Mr. Saro.
Although the focus is CR, CRF activities are improving education standards. Passing rates have
improved in schools where CRF project are in place
and drop out rates have declined.
And perhaps the best part of all is school enrollment
is near 100 percent in target schools, which means
the CR message is reaching virtually all of the children in the communities where CRF has a presence,
Mr. Saro points out.
The project has been so successful because the
mechanism for implementing CRF activities is “very
good” from the top down to the grassroots level, he
adds.

Teacher-student relations are much more cohesive
and harmonious since CR concepts became part of
teacher lesson plans in target schools in Siem Reap.

Our Children Our Future
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Our Impact and Achievements

Children who are educated about CR are more
intrepid learners, says Ms. Kong Chan Bosseba, who
has been in the vanguard of CR dissemination in
Kandal Province as a national CR core trainer and CR
PWG leader.
They work harder in class, excel more in their academic activities and do not drop out of school as
much as children who aren’t learning about CR, she
adds.
An educator since 1981, Ms. Chan Bosseba has also
noticed significant changes in the behavior of teachers and their attitudes towards children after they are
introduced to the CR-related ideas that CRF champions.
“They demonstrate more tenderness and forgiveness towards students and become more skillful and
knowledgeable about their job,” she says.
CRF activities also are having a positive impact on the
communities where the target schools are situated.
“They are pleased with TSEC prevention concepts
that CRF is introducing to them and happy with the
changes they’ve seen in the behavior and attitudes
of children in the community,” enthuses Ms. Chan
Bosseba.
Ms. Kong Chan Bosseba
Deputy Director of Provincial
Office of Education, Kandal Province

She credits CRF’s “smooth and effective methodology of teaching CR,” as one of the keys to its success
in transmitting knowledge about CR to teachers and
students.
CRF’s high quality training materials, its clear mechanism for monitoring and evaluating its activities and
the ongoing support of participating teachers are also
among CRF’s greatest strengths, she adds.

Our Children Our Future
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Fourth graders stand in
front of a sign that was
erected at Char Thmey
Primary School to raise
awareness about
CR.
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Our Impact and Achievements

Mr. Choem Voeng, Char Thmey
Primary School Director, stands
next to a first aid kit that was
installed at the school with assistance from CRF.

Rattan sticks are no
longer used at Char
Thmey Primary School
in Dambae district.
Since CRF launched
its activities at the
school three years
ago, the school has
been endeavoring
to eliminate COP in
favor or more positive
forms of discipline,
says school director
Mr. Choem Voeng.

Besides teaching
children about their
rights and how to prevent TSEC, competitions are
held in the school that challenge students to express
what they’ve learned through creative outlets such
as drawing and poetry.
Since the project was introduced, there has been a
significant reduction in violence against children at
the school and among children on the playground,
says Mr. Voeng.
Children at the school are taking initiative in
learning and practicing their rights. They actively
advocate for CR and non-violent discipline, disseminating what they’ve learned to their parents, other
children and community members.
“Knowledge is growing, awareness is raising. Children know their rights and are influencing adults in
the community, particularly their parents,” says Mr.
Voeng, who has been an educator for two decades.
Students speak out more in class and teacher-student relations have become much more cooperative
since CRF began its activities to foster a child-friendly atmosphere in the classroom, he adds.
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A fourth grade boy at Char Thmey Primary School in
Kampong Cham’s Dambae District confidently rattles
off the four baskets of CR.
“We’ve learned how to protect ourselves from sexual
exploitation and abuse and to report drug trafficking
to the authorities,” a Grade 4 girl chimes in.
Violence against children, especially in the home,
has declined as a result of CRF activities, another
boy says. “Our parents don’t scold or beat us. They
manage conflicts with children more peacefully.”
Parents do no expect their children to do as many
chores around the home and care more about
sending their children to school so they get a good
education, the children say.
Char Thmey Primary School children have become
outspoken advocates about the need for children
to attend school and have even convinced a few
parents in the community to allow their children to
go to school.
With CRF’s help, a children’s club has been established at the school. One of the club’s first activities
was launching a peer tutoring program that matches
student who excel with children who are having difficulties in class.
A boy who was injured on the school playground
was treated with items in a first aid kit that was
installed at the school with CRF’s assistance, the
children point out.
Children at the school express themselves more and
are keen to make suggestions about how to improve
their school. “I’d like more books for the library and
drinking cups for the water cooler,” a boy remarks.

Dambae Primary School
Deputy Director Khiev Khonn

Initially, the concepts that CRF
introduced to students and staff at
Dambae Primary School in Kampong
Cham Province “were so new and
foreign they were a little challenging
to grasp,” recalls the school’s Deputy
Director Mr. Khiev Khonn.

Children and Teachers are now
learnng about preventing TSEC,
health-related issues as well as
landmines and unexploded ordinances (UXOs), which still scatter the
countryside and remain a dangerous
legacy of the civil war.

But the nongovernmental organization’s efforts to mainstream CR at
the school has paid off. The school
has made a great deal of progress
in promoting CR, which has resulted
in positive behavioral change among
students and teachers, says Mr.
Khonn.

Students have formed a network to
identify parents who are reluctant to
send their children to school and persuade them to change their minds.

Teachers and students are more
respectful of one another and the
school is more unified and harmonious.

A CC that was set up with help
from CRF has helped improve the
school environment, says Mr. Khonn.
Student leaders from the council
delegate age-appropriate responsibilities to the school’s children.
A small school library was added in
the director’s office and a schedule
drawn up for classes to take turns
using it, he adds.
Sixth grade students at the school
are eager to describe what they’ve
learned from CRF programs.
“We’ve learned about TSEC and
abuse, the four baskets of CR and
dangers from land mines and UXOs.
We spread that information to friends
and family, our parents and community members,” they say. “We’re
cautious about people who may not
do good deeds.”
Through the CC, the students are
cooperating with school staff to
maintain order at the school and
keep it clean. “We take better care
of the school environment,” say the
sixth graders.

The council spearheaded a plan to
create a parking area at the school
for the children’s bicycles.
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Our Impact and Achievements*

Broadening Awareness of CRC
CRF is deepening understanding of the CRC among
MoEYS departments, provincial offices of education,
the provincial and regional TTCs, district offices of
education, teachers, principals and students and
transforming national teacher curriculum.

• Students are taking a great deal of initiative in
learning and practicing their rights. When asked how
they practice CR once they are aware about them,
55-79% said they tell their parents, brothers/sisters
and peers about CR. About 16% of children spread
the CR message to community members.

Fostering Optimal Participation
CRF has made a compelling argument to stakeholders that CR are everybody’s business since they are
part of building a stable democracy and a culture
of non-violence. Our stakeholders concur that CP
and reduction of COP contribute to a peaceful and
accountable society.

• Teachers say CRF programs are changing student
behavior: 85% of teachers interviewed believe children respect each other more after learning about
CR, 70% say violence in the schoolyard decreased
and 12% say some students protest the use of unfair
punishment practices in their class.

How COP Affects Students
Studies suggest COP has a serious psychological
impact on children, causing feelings of shame, fear,
resentment towards the teacher, or a reluctance to
continue attending school.

Reducing COP
Thanks to action of the project and national education policy regarding corporal and mental punishment in school, punishment has been substantially
reduced in target schools.

A survey done in 17 target schools with 89 teachers
found that:
Changing Mindsets and Behavior
• In-service teachers who received training in CR are • The most common forms of punishment that
reduced significantly among teachers after
eager to improve their pedagogy and provide more
they received training in CR, included:
opportunities to students to express their curiosity
- Writing many times the same word or sentence
and personal opinions by asking questions, confer(47% of teachers acknowledged they used to
ring in small groups and speaking out when they dispractice this form of punishment, but refrained
agree with the classroom conduct of their teachers.
from doing it after CR training)
Threatening to punish (47% of teachers)
• 70% of in-service teachers interviewed stated that
Beating with sticks (44% of teachers)
they encourage CP in class by encouraging quesPinching, twisting ears, pulling hair, punching
tions and answers and endeavoring to create a
or making stand on one foot (29% of teachers)
child-friendly atmosphere in class.
• Teachers in target schools are making their classrooms more child-friendly through recreational activities, decorations, and displaying student drawings
and poems as a reward. Teachers are playing games
and telling funny stories to encourage CP in class.
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High Multiplication Power
It has been estimated that in the next three decades,
95% of teachers will be mainstreaming CR in classes
in at least 45 target schools, which means the CR
message will reach close to half a million students.
If each child who learns about CR spreads the word
to 10 people in their family or community, close to
6 million people would be made aware of CR and
Child related issues. With such a large number of
people learning about CR, the project’s sustainability
is ensured over the long term.

Increasing CP in Classrooms
Increasing awareness of CR motivates children to
participate more in classrooms through such activities as asking questions, answering teachers, studying in small groups, and cleaning classrooms and
the schoolyard. Communication improves among
children and between children and teachers.
Teachers say the four most constructive activities that
result from increased CP include:
• Doing common interest work in school (17% of
total responses emphasize this point)
• Tidying up the classroom and school
environment (15%)
• Participating in school activities, e.g. international
children’s day (13%)
• Small group discussion in class (12%)
CR training prompts these changes among
students, according to their teachers:
• Respecting each other: (25%)
• Reduction in violence: (21%)
• Practicing civism: (16%)
• Refraining from using slang language
in school: (14%)
Teacher responses were consistent with the opinions
expressed by PWG, school principals and district
office of education officials when they were asked to
describe the tangible changes they have observed
since CRF programs were introduced in target
schools.
Professional, Responsive, Accountable Staff
PWG members and core trainers credit CRF’s steadiness, accuracy of information and commitment to
implementing the decisions arising from meetings.
CRF’s decision-making process is described as
consensual and pragmatic, taking into account all
opinions and suggestions. CRF project officers are
regarded as open-minded, professional, competent,
accountable, responsive, flexible and diplomatic,
which contributes to the overall success of CRF
projects.
*According to an independent evaluation completed in January 2008
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Financial Highlights 2008
Total Expenditure

Other Activities
1.22%
Preventing TSEC and COP in
Schools
39.58%

Mainstreaming CR
in TTCs
25.90%

Mainstreaming
CR in Schools
26.56%

Enhancing Capacity
of Child/Youth-led Organizations
6.75%

Donations by Sources 2008
Donor Agencies
ANESVAD Foundation
Plan International Cambodia
Stichting Kinderpostzegels Nederland
ECPAT Italia
Save the Children Sweden
Norway House
Other Contributions
Total
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Amount
323,362.00
135,840.00
35,519.00
25,338.00
17,018.00
9,640.00
6,584.00
553,301.00

%
58.44%
24.55%
6.42%
4.58%
3.08%
1.74%
1.19%
100%

We’re Making a Difference… Our Achievements in Numbers

• Over 1,600 in-service teachers and 7,000 preservice teachers, 750 TTC lecturers and school
administrators, and Government officials trained
in CR and responsibilities, TSEC prevention, CP
and promoting positive discipline in schools.
• Over 1,000 children and youth activists trained
in CR and monitoring the implementation of UNCRC.
• Over 68,000 school children have learned about
CR, protecting themselves against child traffickers/
abusers and other issues affecting them at school
and in their community.
• Over 140,000 Government-endorsed training
manuals, guidebooks and awareness-raising materials produced and distributed to Government officials, teacher trainers, pre- and in-service teachers, students and community members.
• 80% of teachers and 85% of students in target
schools have “good” or “very good” awareness
of CR.*
• Over 500 of Cambodia’s most vulnerable children
received school supplies, bicycles, clothing and
other materials support.
*According to an independent evaluation completed in January 2008
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who we are: Child Rights

Foundation is a child-focused,
not-for-profit, apolitical and
non-religious Cambodian NGO
that is working towards the full
implementation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

what we do:

Since 2001,
CRF has worked with the
Government to launch child
rights curriculum and programs
in schools, empowered children
and youth to promote their rights,
and educated teachers, students,
Government authorities and
communities about child rights.

why we do it: We are com-

mitted to long-term change
in the way Cambodian children are viewed, cared for,
and treated by encouraging
everyone to take personal and
collective
responsibility
for
making the lives of children safe,
positive and wholesome.

Yes! I wish to donate to
Child Rights Foundation
Please find my donation by

or Bank transfer for:
 Cash			  Cheque			
$20					
$100
 $1					


$30					
$200
 $2				


$40					
$300
 $3				


$50					
$500
 $4				


$60					
$1,000
 $5				


 $10				
 $70					  $2,000
 ....................................
Name: ................................................................................................................................................
Occupation: .....................................................................................................................................
Address: ............................................................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................................................................................................................
Email: .................................................................................................................................................

Our Savings Account is named “Child Rights Foundation (CRF)”
Foreign Trade Bank of Cambodia:
#3RV, Kramuon Sar, Phnom Penh
Tel: 855-23-722466
Fax: 855-23-426108
Swift Code: FTCCKHPP
For US$: A/C No: 010.30.400.007926.8
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